PTSA President’'s Message

We are off and running in
the new school year. In
some ways it feels that we
have been at this for many
months. The following
PTSA sponsored
programs have been put
in place and are
functioning in full force.

Our lunchtime volunteer
noon aid program has
over thirty parent
volunteers who watch
over our kids to keep
them safe and in line.
Thanks to the
coordinating efforts of
Eva Cruz-Aedo.

Our E-Scrip program is
going strong due to the
determination and
persistence of May
Wong.

Ink Cartridge recycling
has begun with the help
of Emy Anthony and
Wendy Carlson. Please
continue to turn in your
cartridges to the office,

The Box-Tops for
education program is
under way. Thanks to
Desire Solberg and
Wendy Carlson.
Please continue to turn
in your Box Tops to the
office. A chance for
opportunity drawing will
be here again.
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Our student store is
open and selling school
supplies to our
students. The store is
open M, W. F at noon.
Thank you to Kris Sato
for coordinating and all
the parents who man
the store. Krisis
always looking for more
helpers. Contact her if
you want to join the fun.

The Adventures in Art
Program is in full swing.
Many parent docents,
and helpers, under the
guidance of Kim
Leacock and Michelle
Van Lerberghe are hard
at work to work with our
children in unique art
projects.

The following events
have taken place already
this year and | would like
to recognize the key
people who made them
happen:

The volleyball
fundraiser was a great
success due to many
dedicated and hard
working teachers,
parents, and students.
Huge thanks to Alice
Rusa for spearheading
this great event.

The two beautification
days held brought out
over a hundred

students, parents,
teachers and staff.
Alesia Giampaoli’s
leadership, coordination
and organization made
these work days’s very
successful. Thanks also
to Bob Giampauoli for his
help in the work
coordination. It was
great to see IMS
alumni come back and
help paint their school.

Our fall magazine and
cookie dough sale
fundraiser took place
from Oct.1-16.
Heartfelt thanks to
Darci Silverlake. Her
diligence and hard work
made this event go
smoothly. Thanks also
to all who supported
this fundraiser.

The Reflections
program is under way
thanks to Rita Mundy,
who exposed our
students to different
types of art during Start
- the Art Week, October
20-24. cont.on pg 2
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Huge thanks to Shely
Bray for her tireless
effort on behalf of our
Bond campaign. We
are so thankful for all
her hard work in trying
to staff the phone
banks, getting the word
out about the bond and
being our liaison with
the bond committee
PTA Council. It's very
demanding and she has
done an excellent job.

Thanks to all who
attended our back to
school night and
supported us at our
PTSA association
meeting. Special
thanks to our parent
and school board
President Dr. Michael
Ernst for his insightful
and informative
presentation on the

Bond-Measures Y and
Z which will be on the
November Ballot.

As you can see it's been a
very busy seven weeks.
There is a lot more
planned. So come join us
in our efforts to support our
school and children.

The primary focus in the
next ten days is the
passing of the school
bond (Measures Y and Z).
Our PTSA s in full
support of the Bond and
we urge you do the same
and spread the word to
your neighbors, friends
and other family
members.

Get out and vote on
November 4" for the bond
to improve our schools.

Finally, as we approach the
holidays let us keep those

less fortunate in our
thoughts, deeds and
prayers.

| want to give my personal
thanks to our Jefferson
Family (parents, teachers
and staff) who join together
to dedicate their time,
efforts and money to
benefit our children.

| wish all of you a safe,
restful and fulfilling holiday
season. Your comments,
suggestion and ideas are
always welcome.
Maral Horton
Your PTSA President
floydandmaral@aol.com

Check out our new Website at www.jmsweb.org. Visit it frequently for current and vital
information. It includes Thursday packet information, PTSA and school calendar of
events and the parent connect link. Keep yourself up to date and in the know ..

Maral Horton, Your PTSA President
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Thank you to the following School Site Council representatives for serving this school year.

Ahmed, Fatima (parent rep.)
Breceda, Belbeth (parent rep.)
Chan, Susie (teacher rep.)
Hay, Donna (classified repres.)
Horton, Maral (PTSA Pres.)
Marlette, Nikki (teacher rep.)

Salfity, Ana Maria (teacher rep.)
Vladovic, Kimberly (Ass’t. Principal)
Wider, Rosie (parent rep.)
Yamashiro, Donna (parent rep.)
Abrahem, John, (student rep.)
Tsao, Brandon (student rep.)

The Following are SSC Meeting dates for 2008-2009. We meet in the school library. You are welcome to

speak with one of the SSC members about any concerns or come by one of our meetings.
March 4, 2009 @ 3:15 pm

April 1, 2009 @ 3:15 pm

May 6, 2009 @ 3:15 pm

June 3, 2009 @ 3:15 pm

November 5, 2008 @ 3:15 pm
December 3, 2008 @ 3:15 pm
January 7, 2009 @ 3:15 pm
February 4, 2009 @ 3:15 pm

Jefferson Town Crier
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Principal’s Corner

Service-learning is a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful
community service with instruction and reflection to enrich the learning experience,
teach civic responsibility, and strengthen communities.

8th Grade Service Learning Projects
Who: 8th grade students (Class of 2009)

What: This is a leadership opportunity for YOU, to grow and be challenged, to share an
area of interest that you feel passionate about with the Jefferson Learning Community.

Time frame: October 2008 - May 2009

8th Grade Service Learning Projects will

showcase student learning at the Jefferson M.S. Awards Breakfast in June 2009
Where: TBA

Purpose: Successful service-learning is a multifaceted teaching and learning process.
Each service-learning project is uniquely tailored to meet specific learning goals and
community needs.

Planning & Preparation Stage:

What is the overall purpose of your Service Learning Project? What impacts do you
hope it will have on other students and the community?

Implementing the Service Learning Project (SLPs) What is the title of your Service
Learning Project?

What is your approximate time frame for your SLP? You will need to finish before the
8th Grade Awards Breakfast in June 2009.

(Recommendation: 30 hours by June)

Think about your materials, resources, and activities you will need to plan and
organize for your SLP. Who is your adult advisor? (parent, staff member, teacher, faith-
based leader, etc.)

Student Reflection & Culmination Celebration

You will publicly share what you have learned personally as well as share what you
learned about the group you were helping at the 8th grade Awards Breakfast.

Thank you for your support.
Lee Lee Chou

Principal @ Jefferson M.S.
LChou@tusd.org
www.jmsweb.org
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Assistant Principal’s Corner
Hello Jaguar Family!

| want to thank all of you for the warm welcome | have received. It has been a pleasure
settling in here at Jefferson. Since the last letter, | have been working on Parent
Connect. Parent Connect is a valuable communication tool that you can use to monitor
your child’s attendance and coursework.

With the help of Alesia Giampaoli, Maral Horton, Bill Mons, Donna Hay, Ms. Christina,
Ms. Jasmine, and Goli Balooch, we were able to get most of your logon passwords
prepared by Back-to-School Night (Thank you so much for all of your help!). | also
want to thank all of you for being patient as we work on correcting any errors you find in
your contact information. In addition, if you're still having difficulty with the logon
process or your password is no longer working, please fell free to contact me at ext.
8590.

| also want to say thank you for remembering to drop your students off on Tuesdays at
9:10 unless they are participating in JMS Study Hall. Your student’s safety is a primary
concern. Thank you again for your support!

Kimberly Vladovic
Assistant Principal
kvladovic@tusd.org
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"Activities came fast! Spirit Gear was a hot topic; the
deadline was Friday Oct. 17th for the first round of
sales. Also, last week we held a "Start of Art" Spirit
Week! Wednesday was Class Colors. Thursday was
Monochrome Thursday. And Friday was JMS Colors!
We are also selling Halloween Grams. And, get ready,
because the Halloween Dance is comin' up! We decided
on the theme: A Dark (K)Night Halloween Dance! That
means Halloween is almost here! There will also be a
costume contest at lunch, and the dance will be after
school from 3:10 to 4:30. ASB Prez, Alissa Clark"

Student Council News
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Yes on Bond Measure Y and Z
Upcoming Events

HANDS ACROSS TORRANCE
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Join us in support of Measure Y&Z
All Parents, Teachers, Students
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Remember that October 29th fr om 6-9pm is OUR LAST phone bank night for
Jefferson. If you are able to volunteer for the pho  ne bank contact me: Shely Bray
at aveglass@aol.com or (310) 540-3420.

Nov. 1st meet @ 8:30 in front of the school. Bring your kids, friends, relatives
and join our teachers and staff as we walk aroundt  he neighborhood an talk to
the JIMS community about Measures Y & Z.

We need 6 people a day from our school at the phone bank on Saturday 11/1,
Sunday 11/2, Monday 11/3 and Tuesday 11/4. Any amou nt of time that you can
give would be appreciated. These phone calls are ju st reminders to vote. Shift

times are below.
10:00 - 1:30
1:30 - 3:30
4:00 - 8:00

We need help passing out flyers on 10/31 after school and after the dance
(reminder for the walk on 11/1). It would also be g  ood if we can pass out flyers
on Monday and Tuesday (11/3 and 11/4) before and af ter school to remind
parents to vote.

Shely Bray, Legislative Chair
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Faculty/Student Volleyball Game

" # 3% %
Our faculty v. student volleyball game was
held on 10/2/08 at West High School. It was
a fun and successful event earning $1,875.00
for beautification efforts at JMS. It was a
great team effort!
| would like to thank the following staff,
students, and parents for their assistance in
making the night such a success:
Our JMS M.C. — Denise Yamagata)ur
Ref — Rita Mundy, Our Scoreboard
Keeper— Ed Gordon
Our JMS Alumni Line Refs — Brianne
Ahn, Katie Horton, Steve Horton, Krista
Kurasaki, Allison Lim.
Our JMS Staff Players— Carol Adair,
Michelle Amundson, Brad Cheney, Lee Lee
Chou, David Gelbaum, Martin Godinez,
Kenneth Johnston, Aron Kaay, Cathy Meza,
Scott Nguyen, Dena Van Devender,
Kimberly Vladovic and Sione White
Our JMS Staff Cheerleaders— Susie
Chan, Seunghee Choi and Cathy Drabeck
Our JMS Student Players— Andrew Ahn,
Evan Bryant, Devon Burki, Megan Bustios,
Savannah Caceres, Stephanie Cayton,
Kendall Collard, Theodore Commacho,
Christina Cucho, Caeley Divona, Marisa
Dixon, Alyssa Fields, Lauren
Finkenbeiner, Mohommad Fuqui, Jeremy
Giampaoli, Eddie Gordon, Kathy Griffith,
Eric Hong, Rebecca Horton, Chandler
Johnson, Lauren Kim, Dennis Leacock,
Megan Lin, Jared Martin, Sadie Marzano,
Tianalese McCracken, Monica Min-Lange,
Joey Notch, Bianca Pittera, Sabryn Roberts,
Lauren Sugay, Diana Smith, Tanner Smith,
Eric Sun, Kimmie Taketa, Sini White, Brent
Williams, Geoffrey Wong, Christina
Yoshida, Anghie Uy.
Snack Bar- Emy Anthony for working in
the snack bar and coordinating the donation
of various drinks and snacks from the
following parents: Jessica Corona (worked
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too), Carolyn Finkenbeiner, Kelly Fireman,
Debbie Gonzales, JoAnn Guelff, Maral
Horton (worked too), Becky Kirby, Carol
Lubs, Emi Morimoto, Cindy Moore, Diana
Rahman and Sandi Schmitt.

Raffle - Alesia Giampaoli and Shely Bray
for selling raffle tickets. Alesia for also
coordinating the fabulous raffle prizes
donated by: Gigi Bingemann, Mrs. Chaoi,
Alesia Giampaoli, Maral Horton, Claudia
Mitsuda, Alice Rusa, Sandi Schmitt, Patti
Wong, Barbara Yamamoto, Donna
Yamashiro and Elite Nails & Spa

Bake Sale- Katie Johnson and her crew
who worked the bake sale and the families
that donated baked goods: Maureen Alraid
Mary Jo Bustios, Carolyn Finkenbeiner,
Alesia Giampaoli, Valerie Grogan, Amy
Hastings, Tammy Stark, Becky McGraw,
Debi McPartland, Tammy Stark and
Charlene Stevense8tudent Council
Studentsand Mr. Cheney who helped sell
pre-sale volleyball tickets, advertised and
made posters: Megan Bustios, Alyssa Clark,
Jiun Hong, Emily Im, Youjin Jeong, Lauren
Kim, Michael Kneepkens, Diana Smith,
Kimmie Taketa and Anthony Xiadaguar
Junction Store volunteerswho also helped
sell pre-sale ticketdlicket Salesat thedoor
by Rose Blum and Becky Kirby and Tammy
Stark who stamped handsStudent

helpers: Nico Anthony, Julian Anthony, lan
Fireman, Jeremy Giampaoli, Spencer Lubs,
Austin Rusa and Ryan Rusa. A special
thanks to Mr. G and th&MS Band who
provided us with great music and
entertainment. Thanks to Alicia Walker for
her input and support in the planning for the
game; to Donna Hay for assistance with
ticket printing flyer distribution. Thanks to
everyone that came out to support JMS!

Alice Rusa,Beautification Committee Chair
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Tuesday November 4th is Election Day
One vote can make a difference:

This year’s presidential election is a highly contested one. The election also has many crucial issues on
the ballot including our school Bond Measures Y and Z. It is imperative that we go out and vote. Some
examples of races that were decided by a very small number of votes are:

JFK won the presidency by only one vote per precinct in lllinois. One voter in each precinct could have
changed the result in lllinois, resulting in the election of Richard Nixon.
In 1977 the mayor of Ann Arbor Michigan was elected by just one vote.
Marcus Morton was elected Governor of Mass. by one vote in 1939.
The school bond Measure T did not pass (two years ago) by 357 votes.
ONE vote can make a difference!!!  Source 2008 Election Guide National PTA.

Painting Accomplished!!!

Wow! The school grounds and buildings look awesdtima@ks to the hard work
of numerous volunteers over the weekends of Octdbend 11" The buildings
are freshly painted, the weeds pulled, and theasatles scraped — Go Jefferson
Jaguars! Be sure to thank the following voluntdergheir hard work. We also
had support from a number of West High School sttglproviding community
service. See the photos on the JMS web site.

Cheng, Christina Otsuka, Hana Emanuel, Joy

Diaz Johnny Perchman, Allison Giampaoli, Bob & Alesia
Emanuel, Savanna Rahman, Brooke Goya, Lori

Giampaoli, Jeremy Rusa, Austin Henry-Dinneen, Lynne
Gilmore, Brittany Rusa, Ryan Horton, Maral
Golanoski, Samantha Sayles, Kimberly Johnson, Paul
Hatanaka, Emily Schmitt, Kiana Kanenari, Leslie
Horton, Rebecca Sung, Kiwan Lee, John

Igbal, Faisal Wider, Brenna Martin, Rob & Shelley
Johnson, Chandler Yoshida, Angelina Moeller, Dennis
Johnson, Joey Zayed, Tala Mudallal, Suhair

Lee, Chris Zhang, Jack Perchman, Terry
Manzano, Sadie Faghi, Ayah Rusa, Robert & Alice
McCord, Sheena Ngo, Cindy Schmitt, Sandi
Min-Lange, Moenica Wider, Shallaney Uyehara, Diane
Moeller, Ryan Zayed, Tala's sister Walker, Alicia

Moore, Michael Anthony, Emilia Wider, John & Rosie
Ngo, Christina Cheng, Yaan David Gelbaum

Alesia Giampauoli
Beautification Committee
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A blg thank you to Paul Johnson for mountlng tr@mon tiles on the office waII. Stop by and
check them out. Thanks Paul. It looks beautiful!
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Honorary Service Awards!

How do you say "Thank You" to an extraordinary perssomeone who is always willing to help, who
puts forth so much effort, whose dedication todreih has been remarkable? The Honorary Service
Award is an especially appropriate demonstratiografitude and recognition of outstanding service t
children.

Very Special Person Award (VSP)

Given to an individual or PTA constituent organiaatto recognize their service.

The Honorary Service Award (HSA)

May be given to an individual in special recognitaf outstanding service to children and youth.

The Continuing Service Award (CSA)

May be given to an individual in special recognitiaf continued service to children.

The Golden Oak Service Award (GOSA)

This is the most prestigious PTA award in Califarnihis award may be given to an individual who has
made significant contributions to the welfare oflditen and youth in the school or community.

Please take a moment to nominate one or more pefepthese special awards. Please fill out the
nomination form and turn it into the Jefferson PA@x in the office or email me with the information
below at finkenbeiner@netzero.net by December @682The HSA Committee will use this information
to select the recipients and honor them at a dirmEebruary 2009.

Thank you!

Carolyn Finkenbeiner
JMS HSA Chairperson
310/540-8096

. inee
Your Name:

Phone:

Email:

Nominee:

Remarks:
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Keep Your Child Healthy

Vaccination Checklist for Preteens and Teens*

Tdap Booster- protects against tetanus,
diphtheria, and pertussis (whooping
cough)

Meningococcal Conjugate- protects
against meningococcal disease

Human Papillomavirus - protects againg
cervical cancer

Influenza - protects against influenza
(flu)

Hepatitis A - protects against hepatitis
Pneumococcal Polysaccharide protects
against pneumococcal disease

Hepatitis B - protects against hepatitis E
Inactivated Poliovirus - protects against
polio

Measles, Mumps, and Rubella protects
against measles, mumps, and rubella

Varicella - protects against chickenpox
*Adapted from the 2008 Centers for Disease Coranal Prevention Recommended Immunization Schedulesicons Aged 7 -
18 by the National Nurse’s Association

Recommended
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Catch - Up

I'd like to call your attention to the Daily Breezeendorsement for the bond measure.

Please read: http://www.dailybreeze.com/opinionsl 10699715
Shely Bray, Legislative Chair

A blg thank you to AIeS|a Glampaoll for all her Work developlng and updatlng the
JMS Website. It's so informative.
Maral Horton, PTSA President
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A Happy and Healthy Halloween

Halloween is special time for children from totgéens with fun costumes and a chance to
collect lots of candy. However it can be a frustigtime for parents who have worked hard tg
limit the sugar in their child’s diet and to encage healthy eating habits. You want your chilg
enjoy the holiday and indulge in the festivities pou don’t want the sugar overload to upset
their diet for days and weeks to come. And fronaeepting perspective, you don’t want to
confuse your child(ren) with mixed messages.

In researching this topic, the best suggestionsedanm parents themselves. Here are some
popular tips and tactics on dealing with the cadidgmma:

Investigate giving out non-food treats, like pésicstickers, toys, temporary tattoos, false te
little bottles of bubbles and small games, likgy tilecks of cards. Watch out for any toys with
small pieces that could pose choking hazards tp y@ung children.

Consider handing out healthy snacks such as peeseyar-free gum, trail mix, raisins, cheg
crackers and popcorn.

Before or after trick or treating feed your chilelf) a complete balanced meal. If you can’t
manage dinner beforehand, make sure and havetaysabck. If trick or treaters have full
tummies, they will be less likely to gorge themsslwn candy.

Before trick or treating, establish the candy tarior that evening as well as after Halloweer.

If your child is old enough, explain the reasonstfe limits such as it isn’t part of our healthy
family eating plan, it's not good nutrition, or toauch candy hurts our teeth and tummies.

Put the candy stash out of sight and out of reach.

Don’t automatically offer the candy; have the kadk for it.

Limit the number of pieces of candy your chilciiowed each day. You could divide
remaining candy into small bags of 2 or 3 piece&hed@ape or staple the bags closed and keg
them in a large container. Let your child pick dxag per day as their surprise treat.

Only allow children to eat their treats after migales.

Have the child drink a glass of water or milk wéich treat, this helps him or her to fill up.

Consider buying back some or all of their remagreandy. This acknowledges that the cangly

belongs to the child and provides a treat in thenfof spending money.

If you aren’t comfortable with money, trade carfdiyan item or a privilege that the child
really desires such as a game or trip to the movies

Have children share their candy with friends onate to a church or food bank. Parents of
younger children may choose to explain this byrsgyhat the great pumpkin takes the candyj
give as treats to poor children.

Sometimes Girl Scouts or cheer leaders collecioMalen leftovers to make candy necklace
which they use to give away or for special projects

Make a gingerbread house and decorate it witbveftcandy.

Freeze some of it and then chop it up and useattapping on ice cream or frozen yogurt fg
special treat.

Be a role model by eating Halloween candy in matien yourself. To help avoid temptation
buy your candy at the last minute and get rid of laftovers.
In the end it comes down to using your best judgrgesen what you know about your child’s

personality and eating habits. Enjoy your festgtand have a happy and healthy Halloween]

Thirty-Third District PTA Newsletter, Health Chair
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PTSA Board Meetings

November 18, 2008
December 9, 2008
January 13, 2009

February 10, 2009

March, 10, 2009
April, 14, 2009
May 12, 2009
Jan2009

School Event Calendar

November

4 VOTE

5 School Site Council @ 3:15 in Library

7 End of 1st quarter

7 Reflections entries due to JIMS

10 - 11 No School - Student Free/Veteran's
Day

17 ECT meeting @ 11:30 - Ken Miller

18 PTSA Board meeting @ 3:15 in Library

18 GATE Parent Night 6 - 7 p.m.

26-28 No School - Thanksgiving

December

3 School Site Council @ 3:15 in Library
8 ECT meeting @ 11:30 - Ken Miller

9 PTSA Board meeting/ Holiday Dinner

TBD  StuCo Talent Show for Charity
16 PTSA Association Meeting/ Band
Winter Concert
@ 6:30 -Torrance High
17 GATE Parent Night 6 - 7 p.m.
22-1/4 Winter Holiday

Fix Our Old Schools!
Please vote YESonY & Z
November 4 ™1 Thank You

Jefferson Middle School

We would like to hear from you.
Tell us what is of interest to you and your student
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