PTSA President’'s Message

Hello Jaguar families,

Spring isamost here.
It's time to reenergize
ourselves for the remainder of
the school year’ swork. We
have many programs and
projects still to finish before
school ends.

Also, | have heartfelt
thanks to extend. First of al |
want to thank Caroline
Finkenbiner and her HSA
committee for afantastic
dinner at the clubhouse. They
worked so hard to plan and
cook and decorate. Every
detail with special touches
was tended to. Thismadeit
so special for our worthy
recipients.

| aso want to thank
the jog-a-thon team Tammy
Stark and Angie Chang for
their great teamwork in
organizing, communicating
and encouraging everyone to
participate in our second
annual Jog-a-thon. Specid
thanksto Ms. Mazzie, Mr.
Kaay and Ms. Kallik for their
huge role in motivating the
kidsto run and fundraise for
our school.
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| would like to thank
all the parents and students
who participated by jogging
and by donating to our school.
Every penny is needed these
daysto help our school.

Speaking of money, |
am sure you are all aware of
the fact that California’'s
budget was just passed and
the effects on education are
huge. Our school district will
have to cut 10.1 million
dollars for the 2009-2010
school year. These cuts will
include class size increases K -
12, cutsin personnel
including teachers, the
elimination of summer
school, decreasing our Middle
School AP’ stime by 50% etc.

Public education will
not look the same in the near
future unfortunately. These
cuts are deeper than anyone
has seenin our lifetime. We,
asthe PTSA at Jefferson
Middle Schooal, will do
everything in our power to
support our teachers, staff and
administrators in these trying
times. Please join usin this
endeavor.
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Please check the
TUSD.org web site for all
details regarding the latest
budget cuts. Thereis a School
Board meeting on March 16.
Thereisaso ajoint School
Board and City Council
meeting on March 24
There will be also be aBond
Y and Z update on March 30"
in City Council Chambers.
Please do not hesitate to
contact me with any
questions, concerns or
comment. Fondly,

Maral Horton
Your PTSA President
floydandmaral@aol.com

Jefferson Middle School
21717 Talisman Street

Torrance, California 90503
Lee Lee Chou, Principal

Maral Horton, PTSA President
Lynne Henry-Dinneen, Editor
Jefferson Middle School PTA
Torrance Council

Thirty-Third District PTA
California State PTA

Torrance Council PTA Positive Parenting and Successful Kids Classes
2009 spring Classes (Wed.) March 25, April 1, 15, and 22 at West H.S. Library
Contact adelekaplan@ymail.com or (310) 539-8464
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Principal’s Corner
A Day of Tolerance-February 10th

On our Pupil- Free Day, the Jefferson M.S.
staff members received staff development
on what tolerance meansin our learning
community. More importantly, we shared
and reflected on how we as staff could
communicate this topic of study with middle
school children. Thanksto Ms. Adair’'s
facilitation skills our first annual IMS Day
of Tolerance was a great success.

All of the students received a mini-lesson
period-by-period on this topic. They
watched an interview with Ellie Wiesdl, a
Holocaust survivor. The day culminated
with students creating a personal family
banner that would represent their past,
present and future as responsible and
proactive contributing members of our
society. During the last period of the day,
the whole learning community celebrated by
marching around our campus with our
individual family banners.

The following student reflections were very
powerful to me.

Student Evaluations —Reflections

“1 learned alot of new things about
tolerance and intolerance. Each period had a
different meaning that really stood out in my
mind. The most memorable thing today was
making the family banners. This day overall,
| will never forget.” — Megan Bustios 8"
grader

“1 think | can make a difference by
educating and telling people about the
Holocaust. Thiswill open people’'s eyesto
the horrors that happened to people because
of intolerance. Once they know about the
Holocaust they will know how precious
tolerancereally is’ - Ryan Senechal 8"
grader

“1 liked the lesson of not bullying and
tolerance. | learned about different peoplein
my class. | like peace and it was fun to focus
awhole day on not being mean to people.
Also it was fun making the Family
Banners.” - Gillian Cullen 6™ grader.

Parent Workshops! Don’t Miss Out ...

Parent Education workshops. Three more left for this school year...

March 31%: Test Prep and Test Anxiety
April 28™: Motivation
May 19™:Communication and Technology.

All workshops are held in the IM S Auditorium from 6:00 pm — 7:00 pm.

Thank you for your support.
Lee Lee Chou

Principal @ Jefferson M.S.
L Chou@tusd.org
www.jmsweb.org
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Assistant Principal’ s Corner

Hello Jaguar Family,

| want to start off by thanking our
wonderful PTSA for al of the goodies and
special treats | received for Administration
Appreciation week. | have never felt so
appreciated!! Working here has been such a
pleasure, and yet all of you continue to
reward me! Thank you very much!

| also wanted to let you know that a
few weeks ago we implemented TeleParent,
which is an automated school-to-parent
communication system here at Jefferson
Middle School. The goal of this system was
to enhance our communication abilities with
the aim to increase student achievement and
success. Please be aware that you will be

receiving phone calls from the school and
your child’ steachersin regardsto their work
habits, academic performance, and
upcoming events at the school. The phone
callswill take place during the hours of 6:00
— 8:30 and the phone number, including the
area code (213 and 310) will vary each time.

Additionally, Quarter 3 Progress
Report Cards went home on Tuesday, March
10, 20009.

Once again, thank you so much for
everything!!

Kimberly Vladovic
Assistant Principal
kvladovic@tusd.org

“The Student Council is hosting aMarch Madness Basketball
Tournament this month. Teams of five will face off ina
single-elimination tournament, with the winning team playing
its championship game as the final game against the teachers
at the PTSA Student vs. Staff Basketball Game on the West
High Gym's Basketball court on April 2nd. But that event
won't just be the March Madness winners, any JM S student

can sign up to play on April 2nd against the teachers. Sign-
ups and ticket sales for the PTSA WHS Student vs Staff game

Student Council News

will be throughout March."

ASB Prez, Alissa Clark"

Adventuresin Art

A great big thank you to al of our

wonderful Docents and Assistants for their
help in bringing five art projectsto IMS. We
arein the middle of our fourth project right
now. Itisalot of fun to watch the students
create their masterpieces. Be sure to ask
your student about their " Tuscany
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Landscape--In 3-D". We will be displaying
samples of al of our projects at our annual
Art Show during Open House May 26, be
sure to stop by and admire all the great art
our JM S artists have created.

Kim Leacock and Michelle Vanlerberghe
Adventuresin Art Co-chairs
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Faculty/Student Basketball Game
Thursday, April 2, 2009 at the West High Main Gym

Doors Open at 6:30 pm —game time is 7:00 pm

All students are invited to sign up to play an informal basketball game against the
faculty at Jefferson. Students may buy pre-game tickets and sign up to play in the game
at the lunch benches during lunch break starting on Thursday, March 28™ until April 2™.

Pre-Sale ticket prices: $5.00 per person, $15.00 for a family of 4 or more.

Tickets at the door: $6.00 per person, $20.00 for a family of 4 or more.

The Jefferson Student Council and Faculty, along with the PTSA, invite you for a fun
filled evening of entertainment, food, drinks and raffle prizes. The snack bar will be
open to purchase pizza, drinks and other items. At the door, home baked goodies will
be for sale, as well as raffle tickets for a chance at prizes donated by local businesses
and families in the community. Entertainment will be provided by DJ Mr. G.

Contact Mr. Cheney at 310 533-4794 ext. 8524 or Alicia Walker at 310 944-9901.
All money raised at this event will go directly to Jefferson PTSA to fund important

programs that directly benefit all IMS students, such as Adventures in Art, class field
trips, beautification and much more.
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HELP AND DONATIONS ARE NEEDED!!!

Faculty/Student Basketball Game
Thursday, April 2, 2009 at the West High Main Gym

We are looking for donations* for:
1. Raffle prizes (i.e. gift certificates, event tickets, cash, or other appropriate give-
aways) — we have a donation letter for the business if you need it.

2. Baked goods
3. Snack bar items (i.e. water, Gatorade, juice boxes, soda, chip, candy, or money

towards pizza, etc.)

If you are able to donate snack bar items, please email Laura Ellenberger at
lae123@verizon.net or call 310 540-9507.

If you are able to provide baked goods, please email Katie Johnson at
kmjscrapn@msn.com or call 310-316-3016.

If you are able to donate items for the raffle, please email Alesia Giampaoli at
alesiag@verizon.net or call 310-951-6712.

We need additional volunteers to help collect tickets, help at baked goods table, and
help at the raffle table. Please contact Alicia Walker at alicia@tadf.net or call 310-944-

()

*All donations are tax deductible.
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Save the Date
Help with Share Fest — Community Clean up Day May 2" at Jefferson

Beginning at 8:00 AM
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Garage Sale a Big Success

| would like to say thank you to all the
families who cleaned out their attics,
closets and garages and brought all of
their "stuff" for the Music program’s
garage sale fundraiser.

Thank you to all the parents, Kara Borm,
Minkar and Mandy Cheng, Jo Curtice,
Lori Kim, Valerie Starr, Desmond and
Irene Tamaki, Anne Vaughn and May
Wong who help sell. A big thanks to all
the students (too numerous to name)
who helped all day starting with set up,
sell, and take down the garage sale.
Thanks to Anne Vaughn and the
Tamaki family who helped take all that
was left over to the GoodWill. What
would we do without Cathy Drabeck,

there at the crack of dawn, making sure
we had coffee to keep us awake!

We had a very successful sale. We
raised $676.90. Mr. G immediately went
and paid for the instruments that were
being repaired, bought reeds, valve oil,
and other supplies the students will

need for the 2 upcoming festivals and
the rest of the year.

We couldn®do it without all of your
support.

THANK YOU!
Alicia Walker
Band parent coordinator

Talk to your kids about not smoking. They’ll listen

As a parent, you play a critically
important role in helping
prevent your children from using
tobacco. Here are some
specific things you can do:

Talk with your children often and
specifically about not smoking.
Make your values and beliefs
clear.

If you or another family member
is a smoker, don’t leave cigarette
packs unattended around the
house or in other places where
it's easy for children to find them.
Children whose friends smoke
are more likely to have tried
cigarettes themselves. If you
notice that some of your child’s
friends are smoking, ask about
what’s going on. Listen carefully
to what your child says, so that
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you can talk with them about
ways to handle the reasons why
they say they or their friends
smoke. These might include peer
pressure, weight loss, social
acceptance or stress.

If you find that your child is
getting cigarettes from a friend,
consider talking to that friend’s
parents about the situation. You
may be able to work together to
solve the problem. This also
shows your child that no parent
wants his or her child to smoke.
Encourage your teenager to
socialize at places that prohibit
smoking, whether it's a teen club
or a friend’s house. Talk to your
child about ways to resist peer
pressure and to say no if offered
a cigarette

Youth Smoking Prevention, Phillip Morris USA-
www.philipmorrisusa.com
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Media and Technology
Safety Tipsheet

Category: Internet

What You Need to Know
Benefits

» The Internet is a great learning resource.

» The Internet is a great tool for social and entertainment planning.

 The Internet is a great communication and networking tool.

Risks

» The internet is a common place for predators.

 Cyber-bullying is a growing problem on the internet.

* Schools are concerned with plagiarism, as well as abundant access to inaccurate sources

of information.

What You Can Do

» Make sure your children feel comfortable talking to you about their online experiences.

» Keep your family’s computer in an open space in a common room. You want to be able to
casually monitor what your child is doing.

 Educate yourself about what your child is doing online, and make sure you are comfortable
using the programs your child uses.

* Periodically review with your child his or her list of online contacts. If you don’t know someone
listed, ask your child about that person.

» Search the Web for information about your family. Using a search engine, periodically search
for your family members’ names on the Internet to see what comes up. You want to stay a step
ahead of potential predators.

« Install blocking or monitoring software on your family’s computer.

* Establish a Media Use Contract with each child in your family. It is important that you have a
conversation with each child to set rules and limits that are appropriate for him or her. Once the

contracts have been signed, post them next to your family’s computer as a reminder.

Visit these online resources for in-depth information:
» Parent Teacher Association, www.pta.org

* Cable in the Classroom,
www.ciconline.org/mediasmartparents

» Common Sense Media,
www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/ . . )
« Internet Keep Safe Coalition, www.iKeepSafe.org 2009 PTA All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A. (1/09)

« NetSmartz Workshop, www.netsmartz.orgwww.pta.org PTA and everychild.onevoice..are registered service marks
of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers.

Jefferson Town Crier 8 Volume 16, Issue 4 — March/April 2009




JMS Locker Update

The PTS Association locker committee,
consisting of administration, teacher, and
parent representatives, has formulated a plan
for locker improvements on campus. A new
locker bay will be constructed along the
backside of a classroom wing and equipped
with refurbished lockers currently located
throughout the campus. This plan addresses
our school’s need for secure lockersto
reduce wear and vandalism while being cost
effective, easily supervised and aesthetically
pleasing. The plan aso allowsfor the
eventual upgrade to larger lockersto
accommodate the needs of our eighth
graders.

We are in the process of working with the
school district staff to get bids on the project
to

determine the total cost. We intend to
continue our fundraising efforts and hope to
complete the upgrade before the start of the
next school year. Please speak with Alesia
Giampaoli or Mara Horton for more
information or to participate in the efforts.
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Congratulationsto our new 2009-2010 Executive Board!!
We are very excited to announce the official date...
President: Fatima Ahmed
1st VP (Programs): Alesia Giampaoli
2nd VP (Membership): JoAnn Carriger
3rd VP (Ways and Means): Laurie Craig
Recording Secretary: Kim Leacock
Treasurer: Rosie Wider
Financial Secretary: MaryAnn Y ano
Auditor: Kristina Ernst
Historian: Ruby O'Brien

We appreciate al the hard work of our nominating committee.
Thank you and here's to another great PTSA year!!
Kim Leacock
JMS PTSA Parliamentarian
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We want to thank all the students who participated in our 2™ Annual Jog-a-thon

Fundraiser on March 5™
Thank you parents, family and friendsfor all your donations.
Thanks to all those who helped us on the sidelines as well as specia thanksto Ms Mazzie, Ms
Kallik and Mr Kaay for their support in this event. We couldn’t have done it without you.

Tammy Stark and Angie Chang
Jog-a-thon Chairpersons
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THE JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
2009 HONORARY SERVICE DINNER
WASHELD ON FEBRUARY 24, 2009

HONORING:

MRS. CATHY DRABECK, CONTINUING SERVICE
MRS. ALESIA GIAMPAOLI, HONORARY SERVICE
MRS. KIM LEACOCK, HONORARY SERVICE

CELEBRATION WASHELD AT THE BROOKSIDE VILLAGE CLUBHOUSE.
THE EVENING WASA LOT OF FUN & A BIG SUCCESS!

ONCE AGAIN CONGRATULATIONS LADIES, YOU DERSEVE IT!!

A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE EXTRAORDINARY HSA COMMITTEE: WENDY
CARLSON, CAROLYN FINKENBEINER, BRENDA GOLANOSKI, ANN VAUGHN,
PATRICE WATANABE AND MARY ANN YANO
Thank youl!
Carolyn Finkenbeiner
JMS HSA Chairperson
310/540-8096
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e-Scrip

Dear IMS families, staff and teachers, .
Albertson’s has a new website and we were

e-Scrip is afree donation you can giveto
school, simply by signing up to belong to
grocery store club and designating IM S to
be your school of choice. Every time you
shop, the store will donate money to JIMS.

If you have not signed up yet, please fill out

an enrollment form and turn it in, or you can

goonlineto sign up. Forms are availablein
the office or at IM Sweb.org.

abletore-link all the supporters. However,
we are unable to re-link Ralph’s supporters
online. It isnot too late yet. Please sign up
so our school can continue to receive the
much needed donation.

Thank you for your continued support.
Below is an updated summary of grocery
store contribution from July to December
2008.

Store Albertson’s

Pavilions/VVons

Ralph’'s Total

Contribution $529.52

$1,114.35

$532.73 | $2,176.60

May Wong
JMS e-Scrip Coordinator

Jefferson Town Crier
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Community Bulletin:

TUSD Board of Education and Cabinet Members Hold Special Budget Meetings for
the Torrance Community

Special Budget Board/City Council Meeting:

Tuesday, March 24, 2009 at 7 p.m. + City Council Room

Special Meeting of the Board of Education:

Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at 7 p.m. - District Offices, Board Room Y & Z Update

For additional information please call or email Tammy Khan, Public Information Officer

(310) 972-6152 or TKhan@tusd.org
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PTSA Board Megtings

April, 14, 2009

May 12, 2009

June 2, 2009

School Event Calendar

March

18 8th Grade Parent Night @ WHS

19 8th Grade Activity Assembly @ WHS

23 SC SBOA

30 Middle School Choral Festival

31 West AreaCoral Festival

31 Parent Ed Workshops 6-7 pmin Library — Test
Prep & Anxiety

April

1 SSC @3:15inLibrary

2 Student vs Faculty Basketball Showdown at

WHS

3 End of 3rd Quarter

6210 Spring Break

14 PTA Board Meeting

14 8" Grade Promotion Mtg 7:00 pm @ Library
15 WHSPTSA Parent Education Night 7:00 pm
22 Secretary'sDay

25-26 Relay for Life @ Wilson Park

28 Parent Ed Workshop - Motivation, 6 - 7 p.m.

May

1-3 PTA State Convention/San Jose

2  ShareFest - Community Cleanup IMS

4 -8 Teacher Appreciation Week

6 SSC @ 3:15in Library

6  Nurse®Day

6 Athletic 8" Grade Parent Meeting @ WHS

11-15 Blue Ribbon Week

12 PTSA Board meeting @ 3:15in Library

12 8th Grade Promotion Meeting + 7:00 pm +
library

Jefferson Middle School

We would like to hear from you.
Tell uswhat is of interest to you and your student
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18 8th Gradefield trip to Museum of Tolerance

19 West Arealnstrumental Music Festival

19 Parent Ed Workshop £ Comm. & Tech, 6+7 pm

20 Torrance Council of PTAs May Brunch @ 9:00

20 GATE Parent Night 6 - 7 p.m.

25 No School - Memorial Day

26 Open House: 8th Grade Pasta Dinner fundraiser
beginning at 5:00, PTSA Association Meeting
at 6:00, Classroom visits: 6:30 - 8:00

29  Multicultural Day

30 JMSHistory Debate Competition

June

2  PTSA Board meeting/ Installation Dinner TBD

@ 6:00 pm

SSC @ 3:15in Library

Spring Musical

Student Council President Election

8th Grade Awards Breakfast - Service Learning

Project Showcase, 9:30 a.m. at Marriott Hotel

9  Band Spring Concert/Awards Banquet @ 5:30

9  Incoming 6th Grade Parent Orientation @ 6:00

15 8th Grade AlohaPicnic

18 Last Day of School

18 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony @ WHS @
6:00 pm

18 8th Grade Promotion Dance Celebration at
Torrance Cultural Arts Recreation Center
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